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BIG SNEAK PEEK

One group wanted to bring in 20
people to sell books, he said, and
another wanted to sell in St. Joseph
for three weeks. Those requests have
gone away, Hackler said, and any resident who doesn’t want any salesmen
at their door can just post a weatherproof card — three inches by four
inches or larger — on or near the
front entrance that reads “NO SOLICITORS INVITED” or “CHARITABLE
SOLICITORS ONLY.”
“This is working well,” Hackler
said. “Other communities have copied
it and are using it.”
One of them is Paxton, where Mayor Bill Ingold said residents have
complained about solicitors selling
gutters, aluminum siding, window
cleaners and magazines.
“Some of the older people get intimidated,” he said.
Prior to copying St. Joseph’s ordinance, residents of the Ford County
city would call Paxton police asking
if a solicitor was legitimate. But in
the event that they weren’t, by the
time ofﬁcers arrived, the seller was
long gone.
Paxton also now requires solicitors
to register, pay a $50 fee and carry ID
on a lanyard, which Ingold said “gives
citizens a peace of mind that we are
out there trying to watch their back.”

Price in C-U: $100 to $225
The smaller towns are a bargain
compared to fees in Champaign and
Urbana. Both cities also require solicitors to be insured and bonded.
Kitty Strong with the Champaign
city clerk’s ofﬁce said the annual fee
for a license to sell door-to-door is
$225, effective May 1 through April
30. Apply mid-year, and the city prorates the fee, which covers a background check and local records
search by the police department.
If sellers have a felony on their
records, Strong said, the application
gets bumped beyond her ofﬁce, where
there is an ofﬁcial review of the
nature of the crime before a ruling on
whether to issue a license.
No application in ﬁve years has had
to go that far, Strong said.
In Urbana, it costs $50 to apply and
another $50 for the background check,
said Wendy Hundley, an administrative assistant with the city. She said
the application is complex and meticulous, “which kind of weeds out people who don’t want to do it.”
Strong said Champaign ofﬁcials
don’t try to verify whether the product or service being sold is ﬁrst-rate.
“Energy companies, insurance companies, lawn care ... cable ... alarm
companies, those are the biggest ones
that we get,” she said.
Distributing information, like ﬂiers,
even for a commercial reason, doesn’t
require a license, because that gets
into the area of free speech.
Unlike in Fisher, Paxton and St.
Joseph, representatives of charitable
organizations actually have a more
comprehensive application to ﬁll out
in Champaign, Strong said, because
the city must verify that it is a nonproﬁt.
Bend the rules in Champaign, and
violators are subject to ﬁnes and even
having their products conﬁscated by
police. Solicitors following the rules
in both Champaign and Urbana should
have with them at all times the proper identiﬁcation and documentation
from registering with the city.
“I really like people to call if someone is not licensed,” Strong said. “I
want the city to be safe, and if someone is not licensed, it makes you wonder why.”
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A hot air balloon
carrying Ronald
McDonald ﬂies
over Danville
Stadium on
Saturday evening
to deliver the
game ball for the
Dans’ contest with
Quincy. It was
McDonald’s Night
at the ballpark.
Altogether, three
balloons made
their way above
the stadium to
promote Balloons
Over Vermilion
at the Vermilion
Regional Airport
on July 15-16.
The event will
feature dozens of
balloons. Game
story, D-6.
Holly Hart photos/
The News-Gazette
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